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Date 
Dear Senator/Rep

. 

I am sure you are aware that substance abuse is a very serious problem in the Commonwealth.

But what you might not know is how recovery homes that are not in your district are helping the people in your district recover from the disease of addiction. And help not only those individuals, but also their families.

That is why we have chosen to write you. As the executive director of



 and a member of the Recovery Home Collaborative of Massachusetts my colleagues and I agree that it’s important to let you know when one of our programs admits for treatment a resident of your district. We admitted an individual from your district on



.

Not every district has a recovery home, but we accept for treatment individuals from every district in the Commonwealth. During fiscal year 2009 there were 5,052 admissions for substance abuse treatment to recovery homes in Massachusetts. 

We think its important that we let you know every time a person from your district is admitted to our program because we need your support to keep addiction prevention and treatment services adequately funded. Last year, the General Court repealed the exemption from sales tax that had applied to beer, wine and spirits. The revenue generated from beer, wine and spirits is used to fund addiction prevention and treatment services. In fact it allowed you to ensure the DPH, BSAS (4512-0200) funding was not cut below the federal Maintenance of Effort Level (MOE).  We are extremely grateful for this support. 
We at the Recovery Homes Collaborative, as well as the Massachusetts Coalition for Recovery Services, the Association for Behavioral Healthcare, and many of your colleagues in the General Court, thought last year that it made sense and was appropriate to link funding for addiction prevention and treatment services to tax revenue from beer, wine and spirits sales.  Although, there is currently no law that dedicates this revenue to support addiction prevention and treatment services it is clear by the General Courts actions that is the intent. After the budget cuts of FY 2002 to 2004 that decimated the Commonwealth’s continuum of prevention and treatment services, it is our hope that the intent of the General Court will become law because it is now the fiscal foundation needed to maintain the current continuum of care system. We can’t afford, even in these difficult economic times, to lose the progress made in prevention and treatment services since 2005.  
Respectfully,
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